Large Animal Medical Associates


Spring 2016 is Coming!
In this edition you will find


● Recommendations for spring visits for ruminants and equine
● Things to bring to your vet’s attention
● Importance of Coggins tests
While it seems like winter never really came, spring barn visits are right
around the corner and requests for appointments are already coming in!
We anticipate a busy spring with the mild winter so please plan ahead!
Dentals‐ 
Did you know that your horse’s teeth grow throughout their entire life?
Did you also know that, unlike humans, your horse’s jaw moves side to side as
they chew? These two factors make annual teeth floating very important for
your horse. As the teeth grow, they wear unevenly causing sharp points that can
make chewing difficult or even painful. Weight loss is a common consequence of
poor dental maintenance. Furthermore, performance horses may begin to resent
the bit without proper dental care. Yearly maintenance may also reduce the
need for more costly procedures to the mouth later in life.

An “Oink” on Pot Belly Pigs‐
Pot Belly Pigs are a clean, loving, and highly‐intelligent breed of pig. As a
matter of fact, pigs are considered the fourth smartest of all animals. Some owners of this pig breed have
testified to the extraordinary depth of feelings these animals can display, as well as their highly‐affectionate
nature, high level of intelligence, and a real capacity to communicate.
Pot Belly Pigs are a domesticated breed of pig, which originates in Vietnam. They are smaller compared to
the European or American farm pigs, the adults of this breed are
around the size of a large or medium‐sized breed of dog. However,
their body is denser, with a weight of 20 to 300 pounds (8 to 136 kg).
They can be distinguished quite easily from other breeds of pigs by
their straight tail, upright ears, and, of course, their size.
The Pot Belly Pig has grown in popularity and while some make good
house pets, they do require a lot of care and attention. Owners need
the right environment, access to a good vet, the proper food, a sense
of humor, and a tolerant disposition.
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Current Recommendation for Ruminant Spring Visits from LAMA

Vaccines:
CDT vaccine
Rabies vaccine
***some animals are on a fall
schedule, which is completely
acceptable. Sheep rabies booster
guidelines are every 3 years, as is
recommended by Merial, the vaccine
manufacturer that produces Imrab.
For the other species that we work
on, yearly rabies vaccination is still the
guideline that we follow.

Services:
De‐worming
Fecal Evaluation
Foot Trims
*** pay special attention to the hooves of your
ruminant domestic livestock. Hoof problems, and
even lameness, can many times be resolved with a
foot trim. Please bring to our attention any
specific problems that you are seeing in any
animals such as weight loss, lameness, skin
problems, fleece or hair problems, or anything else
that is of concern.

Some additional treatments and services may include:
Bloodwork‐ CBC/Chemistry, Vitamin E/ Selenium, CAE testing, CL testing, Trace Mineral Panel
Physical Examination (especially if there are concerns like weight loss or other problems)
Oral Exam/Dental Float (we recommend an oral examination, and many times, dental work for any animals
that are thin or losing weight)
Health Certificates
Ever hear a llama humm?
Llamas communicate their moods with a series of
tail, body and ear postures and vocalizations. Humming is a common
manner of communication between llamas and indicates a variety of moods
from contentedness to aggression. Another interesting llama expression is
the shrill, rhythmic alarm call emitted at the sight of a strange animal or a
frightening situation.
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Current Recommendation for Spring Visits for Equine from LAMA

Vaccines:
5‐Way vaccine (EEE/WEE Tetanus and Flu/Rhino)
Rabies and Potomac Horse Fever Combo
West Nile Virus
Lyme

Services:
Sedation
Oral Exam/Dental Float
Sheath Cleaning
Bloodwork:
Coggins

Some additional treatments and services may include:
Bloodwork‐ CBC/Chemistry, Yearly ACTH/Insulin, Lyme Titer, Vitamin E/ Selenium
Physical Examination
De‐worming
Fecal Evaluation
In addition to spring vaccinations and Coggins, here are a few things to bring to the vet's attention:
Balling hay, quidding or dropping grain:
Spring is a good time for a oral exam, to look for sharp
enamel points, loose teeth or other dental disease which may be impeding your horses ability to
chew. In cases with significant tooth overgrowth or abnormalities, it may be necessary for a
Powerfloat to be performed. Regular dental care is important both for good nutrition and for
preventing sequela such as choke.
2. Delayed shedding: 
Is it June and your horse still has a full winter coat, areas of retained, longer
guard hairs, or otherwise abnormal hair growth? This condition is known as hirsutism and is a
symptom of Equine Cushing's Disease (Pituitary Pars Intermedia Dysfunction). Cushing's is a
endocrine disease common in older Equids, signs of which include episodes of laminitis, increased
susceptibility to infection, and muscle wasting. Cushing's can be diagnosed through a blood test
measuring ACTH levels and is managed with a daily medication (Pergolide).
3. Persistent tearing: 
Generally, any sign of ocular disease ‐ such as squinting, thick or purulent
discharge, eyelid swelling or corneal discoloration – should be examined immediately. In the absence
of other signs of an eye problem, horses may show persistent tearing due a blocked nasolacrimal
duct. When blocked, tears cannot drain normally, leading to overflow from the eye. The blockage
can be relieved by flushing the nasolacrimal duct. Another differential is recurrent inflammation
(uveitis) inside of the eye, also known as “Moon Blindness” as it was once thought to appear in
cycles with the moon.
4. Swelling on the ventral abdomen or around the sheath: 
Swelling (edema) on the abdomen or
sheath can have a number of causes. One of the more common causes is a dirty sheath and/or
accumulation of smegma in the urethral diverticulum (a “bean”). Smegma is made up of dead skin
1.

Large Animal Medical Associate
s●
(802) 8794288
●
www.lamavt.com

cells, dirt and glandular secretions which should be removed periodically to prevent irritation and
swelling. The sheath should also be examined carefully for other causes of edema, such as trauma,
infection, or neoplasia (cancer). Squamous cell carcinoma and melanoma are two such cancers
which can be found in the sheath.
5. Foot soreness, frequent abscesses, abnormal hoof growth:
As the saying goes: no foot, no horse.
Horse's feet are essential and can reflect systemic events such as illness (fevers) or nutritional
changes. These signs in particular are hallmarks of laminitis – inflammation in the laminae (walls) of
the hoof capsule. Among the potential causes of laminitis are endocrine diseases such as Cushing's
and Equine Metabolic Syndrome.

Coggins Tests – What are they and why are they important? ‐ 
The term “Coggins” is a familiar one for
most horse owners – a negative Coggins test is required for showing, for moving horses between barns,
and for interstate travel. However, the name itself is not very informative. Your horse is negative for
Coggins? What sort of disease is that?
The name “Coggins” doesn't refer to the disease for which the test is screening, but to the man who
developed the test. The disease in question is Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) or 'Swamp Fever', which is
caused by infection with a retrovirus. The virus is transmitted between horses through the transfer of
infected blood or other bodily fluids. In nature this transfer is performed by biting flies, such as horse
flies and deer flies. It is also possible for the virus to be transmitted by humans through the use of
contaminated needles or blood products. Initial clinical signs of infection with EIA are fever and
depression and can be expressed in cycles for weeks or months to come. Horses may display fever,
ventral edema, anemia muscle weakness and loss of condition. Finally, infected animals may return to
being clinically normal, but they will remain carriers of the virus for life. In severe cases, infected horses
immediately develop a high fever and depression, leading to death.
Unlike viral diseases such as Rabies or Eastern Equine Encephalitis, there is no vaccine available against
EIA. There is also no specific treatment or cure for EIA once contracted. Once identified, there are two
options for infected horses: euthanasia or permanent quarantine. Horses in quarantine must be
separated from other horses (and insects) to guard against potential transmission. Because the virus
permanently persists in the blood stream of any infected horse, quarantine is often impractical and
euthanasia is elected. Regulatory screening (Coggins Tests) and containment of known cases are
essential in controlling this disease.
Although EIA is by no means common in the United States, there remain a number of cases reported
each year. During 2015, there were outbreaks reported through the Western US, Texas and Western
Canada.
*Please note that, in keeping with federal and state guidelines, we are moving to Digital Coggins(eEIA) only. The USDA is
currently changing over to a digital coggins system and will phase out paper issued coggins in the near future. This greatly
increases USDA ability to track Equine Infectious Anemia and reduce paperwork across agencies. We provide digital coggins
through Global Vet Link and records are available to owners through the Global Vet Link site or clients can request a paper copy
of digital coggins from LAMA.
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